
AP STATISTICS SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

MRS. WATKINS,  cwatkins@ldsd.org 

Complete part 1 and part 2 sometime this summer. 

You should type your report and share it with me as a Google doc.  cwatkins@ldsd.org 

Part 1:  Why Study Statistics? 

 Read the following on-line article: 

 a.  www.wired.com/magazine/2010/04/st_thompson_statistics/ 

Watch the following on-line videos: 

 b. https://www.learner.org/series/against-all-odds-inside-statistics/what-is-statistics/ 

 Write a paragraph about your future career plans.   Explain two ways in which you think 

 you may use statistics in this career field.  Then find two statistics about this career 

 (median earnings, projected number of openings per year are two such statistics)  

Part 2:  Statistics in the World 

 a.  Go to www.ted.com/talks and select one of the following talks to watch.  You should  

  type the title/author into the search box and it should come up. Select the one 

  which seems most interesting to you or related to the career field which you  

  might study in college. 

  1.  Rosalind Eggo:  Epidemics and the end of humankind 

  2.  Anne Milgram:  Why Smart Statistics are the key to fighting crime? 

  3.  Steven Pinker:  The Surprising Decline in Violence. 

  4.  David Epstein:  Are Athletes Really Getting Faster, Stronger, Better? 

  5.  Michael Green:  The Global Goals We Have Made Progress On   

Then write one paragraph essay responding to the following:   
 
“Statistics is the new grammar.”  Explain what this means and what the article (1a) 
and videos reveal about why students should study statistics in today’s data driven  
world.  How did the Ted Talk speaker use statistics to convince you about his or her 
positions? 
You should reference things that you learned from the videos and article.     
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Part 3:  Vocabulary of Statistics 

 Write a one-sentence definition for words #1-#15.  I recommend that you use on-line 

 statistics websites to complete this, not Wikipedia.  A good site to use is 

 www.stattrek.com.  Click on AP Statistics under the Tutorials heading. 

 1.  Mean    11.  Parameter 
 2.  Median    12.  Statistic 
 3.  Mode    13.  Unimodal  
 4.  Range    14.  Bimodal 
 5.  Categorical Variable  15.  Outlier 
 6.  Quantitative Variable   
 7.  Discrete Variable    
 8.  Continuous Variable   
 9.  Population     
 10.  Sample     

 For  words #16-20, find an example of each of these graphs and paste the image into 
your document.   Alongside or underneath each graph, write a one sentence description  
about what message the graph is trying to convey.  (Hint: Look for interesting graphs.)   
   

 16.  Bar Chart 

 17.  Histogram 

 18.  Stemplot 

 19.  DotPlot 

 20.  BoxPlot 

 

**This is an individual assignment.  You should not have the same graphs as anyone else in the 

class and your essay for part 1 should be yours, not someone else’s words.  Please keep this in 

mind as you complete this assignment.  Academic integrity is very important to me and should 

be to you, as a student intending on pursing a college education.   

Do not hesitate to email me if you have issues or questions.  Do not wait until the night before 

the first day of school to start this assignment.   

I look forward to meeting you and working with you this year.  Good luck with this assignment 

and I hope that you come in excited to learn statistics! 
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